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English as the world’s language. Linguistic contaminations and new words. 

l English, a Global Language”: the importance of English as the “world’s language”. Reading 

and comprehension activity on the text followed by a class discussion with students expressing 

opinions and point of view. 

• 2004 Newsweek humorous article about possible changes the English language could undergo 

becoming the language of the EU. Linguistic contaminations. 

• Buzzwords: how meaning can change or evolve. 

• Welcome to Weblish”. Reading and comprehension activity. 

• “We don’t need no education”. Reading and comprehension activity on a Speak Up article 

about deliberate grammatical errors in the language of songs. Where do mistakes come from? 

• “Official varieties of English”. Reading and comprehension activity on the main differences 

among the official varieties of the same language. 

• “Non official varieties of English”. Reading comprehension on the main pidgins and new 

Englishes. 

 

Stereotypes and prejudices towards foreigners. Good manners and different cultures: becoming 

citizens of the world.  

• “I’m tolerant, you are prejudiced…”. Reading and comprehension activity followed by class 

discussion. 

• “What’s prejudice”. Reading and comprehension activity followed by class discussion. 
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• “Italian body language”, video. 

• “Backseat Italians”, Fiat 500 USA commercial. 

• “The British are coming!” Fiat 500 USA commercial. 

• “Cross-Cultura communication”, listening comprenshion. 

• “A World Guide to Good Manners”, reading comprehension. 
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